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New 520 Bridge Plans Clear A Big Hurdle
January 12, 2004

By Molly Shen

ON LAKE WASHINGTON - Plans to build
a new 520 bridge have just cleared a
major hurdle -- an underwater one.

It turns out, sunken ships in Lake
Washington won't get in the way of a
new bridge.

The sunken vessels are in the path of
anchor cables for a much needed, new Tools

520 bridge. Planners needed to know if Email This Story

the wrecks had historical significance, or & Printer-friendly Version
were environmental dangers.

"I hope they're just some old scows that have been scuttled," said
Patrick Clark with the Department of Transportation. "That way we can
just remove 'em and we don't have to design the bridge around 'em. We
can save a lot of money on design and construction."

Designers get their wish. A report just back says the barge called the
Forest was built in Hoquiam in 1924, but there's no record of it sinking.

The other barge looks to be from the early 1900's, but it's too damaged
to tell.

And historians thought the schooner might be a three-masted ship that
burned in Meydenbauer Bay in 1923 ... but it's not.

"It turns out the hull's different. It's not the same length," Clark said. "It
doesn't have the name of the vessel, it doesn't have quite the
configuration of the one they were looking for."

It's disappointing news for history buffs and archaeologists, but good
news for the DOT and frazzled drivers.

The sunken vessels, already deteriorating after decades underwater, will
likely be destroyed for construction.

The DOT says it has to replace the current 520 bridge because it's
vulnerable to windstorms and earthquakes.

Construction could start by 2008, with commuters enjoying a safer,
easier drive in 2014.

http://www.komotv.com/news/story.asp?ID=29215
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Other Stories:

Divers Searching Nooksack River For Missing Toddler
Sheriff's spokesman Jeff Parks says the boy, wearing only a diaper, had just learned how
to open the door; footprints lead to the river.

Government Considering Air Passenger Database
Supporters say it'll speed up the security check, but privacy advocates believe it will be a
nightmare.

Ken Schram Commentary: Trying To Be Positive
Pardon my cynicism, but I just can't muster any real enthusiasm over our state lawmakers
being back in town.

Boy In Serious Condition Following Early Morning Accident
A 14-year-old on his way to school was struck by a car in North Seattle.

Another GI Killed In Iraq
Roadside bomb kills U.S. soldier and wounds two others; American death toll in Irag nears
500.
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